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ANALYSIS REPORT - AUGUST 2026

The 16th India–Japan Annual Summit was held in New Delhi on 2 July 2026 during the ofcial visit of 

Japan's Prime Minister to India from 1–3 July. The meeting provided an opportunity to review bilateral 

relations and exchange views on regional and international developments.

Source: https://www.japancalling.in/post/16th-india-japan-summit-strategic-partnership

India–Japan ties have expanded considerably over the past two decades. The relationship evolved 

from a Global Partnership in 2000 to a Strategic and Global Partnership in 2006, and then to a Special 

Strategic and Global Partnership in 2014. This progression reects the growing breadth and 

importance of bilateral engagement.
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The 2026 summit was convened amid an increasingly volatile and uncertain geopolitical environment. 

This context placed greater importance on sustained dialogue between India and Japan and on 

their ability to coordinate positions on issues of mutual concern.
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Source: https://www.khanglobalstudies.com/current-affairs/daily-current-affairs/2026-03-20/16th-india-japan-annual-
summit?srsltid=AfmBOoonyYBwgFik7UiaL0MH2e8S6iHWXAOtRXBPuumQ3obI5VM8beau
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The meeting also represented continuity within an established summit process while providing 

an opportunity to shape the relationship's future direction. Its signicance therefore rests on the 

combination of accumulated bilateral engagement and the evolving strategic context in which the 

partnership operates.

Source: https://www.pmindia.gov.in/en/news_updates/16th-india-japan-annual-summit-joint-statement/

Overall, the summit marked another stage in the development of India–Japan relations, linking the 

experience of established cooperation with the changing circumstances shaping their bilateral 

and international engagement.
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The 16th India–Japan Annual Summit converted the partnership's broad strategic priorities into 

16 formal outcomes. Their structure combines high-level policy instruments with sector-specic 

cooperation and institution-led arrangements. This provides several implementation channels, 

allowing government agencies, research institutions, technology organizations and nancial-sector 

authorities to participate according to their respective expertise and institutional capacities.

Source: https://www.japancalling.in/post/leadership-longevity-india-japan-relations-modi-abe-takaichi

At the policy level, the summit introduced frameworks addressing economic security, articial 

intelligence and energy resilience, alongside a commemorative programme for the 75th 

anniversary of diplomatic relations in 2027. These instruments provide overarching direction while 

connecting the summit's commitments with longer-term bilateral engagement and shared strategic 

priorities.

The sectoral arrangements demonstrate that the summit's strategic priorities were accompanied by 

specic mechanisms for practical cooperation. Their breadth creates multiple entry points for 

bilateral engagement, allowing cooperation to develop according to the requirements of individual 

elds rather than through a single channel or uniform model.
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Source: https://www.thestatesman.com/india/india-japan-annual-summit-pm-modi-japan-pm-sanae-takaichi-hold-talks-with-focus-on-
technology-security-1503612227.html

16 OFFICIAL SUMMIT OUTCOMES

The institutional arrangements further broaden the implementation base by connecting specialized 

organizations directly. Research, technology, digital infrastructure and nancial-sector 

• Economic Securityl

• Cooperation in the Field of Articial Intelligence

• Energy Resilience
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• Batteries

• Pharmaceuticals and Medical Devices Sector
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• IndiaAI Mission and Ministry of Economy, Trade and 
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• Next Generation Mobility Partnership
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• India's Centre for Cellular and Molecular Platforms 
(C-CAMP) and RIKEN, Japan

• National Centre for Biological Sciences-Tata 
Institute of Fundamental Research and RIKEN, 
Japan

• IIT Bombay, BharatGen Technology Foundation 
and National Institute of Informatics, Japan

• SarvamAI and Preferred Network on LLM 
Development

• National Internet Exchange of India and Japan 
Network Information Center

Sectoral Memorandum of Cooperation 
(MoC)

Exchange of Letters

• International Financial Services Centres Authority 
(IFSCA) and Financial Services Agency, Japan (JFSA)

75th Anniversary Initiative

• Celebrating the 75th Anniversary of India-Japan 
Diplomatic Relations

Joint Declarations and Statements
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Source: https://www.nancialexpress.com/policy/economy-modi-takaichinbspsummitnbspjapan-agreesnbspto-upgradenbspcepa-with-india-4282311/

Thus, the outcomes indicate a more distributed model of bilateral cooperation. Policy instruments 

establish common direction, while sectoral and institutional arrangements give that direction greater 

operational depth. The anniversary initiative adds continuity, providing a broader setting for sustaining 

bilateral interaction alongside the commitments established at the summit.

cooperation can therefore progress through dedicated institutional relationships alongside 

government-level engagement. This wider participation can support specialized expertise and more 

focussed execution of agreed priorities across institutions.
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Economic security emerged as a central dimension of the 16th India–Japan Annual Summit amid 

concerns over supply-chain disruptions, economic coercion and vulnerabilities in critical 

sectors. Both sides stressed the importance of diversied, resilient and reliable supply chains, a 

fair competitive environment and reduced dependence on any single country. They also reafrmed the 

need to protect key technologies while addressing export-control challenges.

Source:  https://www.japancalling.in/post/16th-india-japan-summit-strategic-partnership

The Japan–India Joint Declaration on Economic Security Cooperation gives this approach a 

project-based orientation. It identies semiconductors, critical minerals, information and 

communication technology, clean energy and pharmaceuticals as ve key sectors for collaboration. 

This connects economic-security objectives with industrial capabilities and strategically important 

production networks.

The summit also strengthened the institutional foundations of economic-security cooperation. Both 

sides welcomed the second government-level Economic Security Dialogue and the inaugural 

Private-Sector Dialogue on Economic Security. These mechanisms facilitate exchanges on 

legislation, investment-screening tools and emerging policy issues while supporting coordination on 

supply-chain disruptions and geopolitical risks.
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Source: https://www.japancalling.in/post/india-japan-economic-security-dialogue-2026-resilient-supply-chains

ANALYSIS REPORT - AUGUST 2026TH16  INDIA-JAPAN ANNUAL SUMMIT 

1 2 3 4 5

Semiconductors

Strengthening 

cooperation for 

diversied and 

secure 

technology 

supply chains

Advancing 

exploration, 

information 

exchange and 

recovery of 

strategic minerals

Supporting 

secure, reliable 

and resilient 

digital 

infrastructure

Strengthening 

cooperation in 

clean energy 

technologies 

and supply 

chain

Pharmaceuticals

Developing 

alternative 

supply chains 

for critical 

pharmaceutical 

inputs

ICTCritical 
Minerals

Clean 
Energy

FIVE KEY ECONOMIC-SECURITY SECTORS

https://www.japancalling.in/post/india-japan-economic-security-dialogue-2026-resilient-supply-chains


Source: https://www.pmindia.gov.in/en/news_updates/pms-address-at-the-india-japan-business-forum/

Collectively, the economic-security agenda moves the bilateral relationship beyond 

conventional commercial engagement towards greater strategic preparedness. Supply-

chain diversication, institutional coordination and targeted cooperation in critical sectors provide a 

basis for managing external disruptions while strengthening the reliability of economic linkages 

between India and Japan.

The framework further emphasizes project-based collaboration and public–private partnerships, 

creating a direct role for businesses in translating economic-security priorities into concrete projects 

and strengthening strategic supply networks. The India-Japan Fact Sheet 2.0 also captures 

growing government-to-government and business-to-business engagement in this area. 

This approach connects strategic objectives with practical cooperation while allowing industry 

participation to complement government-level coordination.
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Articial intelligence featured prominently in the 16th India–Japan Annual Summit, with both sides 

adopting a dedicated Joint Statement on Cooperation in the Field of Articial Intelligence and 

welcoming the rst India–Japan AI Strategic Dialogue held in April 2026. The leaders 

recognised AI as an important general-purpose technology with implications for economies, societies, 

science and technology, industry, governance and security, and agreed to deepen cooperation to 

support innovation and growth.

Source: https://www.japancalling.in/post/japan-india-ai-strategic-dialogue-geopolitics

The summit elevated research cooperation as an important dimension of the technology 

partnership. The AI Joint Statement supports joint research, researcher exchanges and collaboration 

among corporations, startups, research institutions, investors and public agencies to identify 

challenges and develop scalable AI solutions. These linkages can strengthen research capabilities 

while connecting scientic work with practical technological development.

The AI partnership places emphasis on 

developing a safe, secure, trustworthy, 

inclusive, human-centric and sustainable 

AI ecosystem. Cooperation covers responsible 

AI development, safety and cybersecurity, while 

also supporting innovation and coordination in 

international forums. The two sides also 

reafrmed the importance of human capital, 

including the goal of inviting 500 highly 

skilled AI professionals from India to 

Japan by 2030 and promoting joint research.

Source: https://www.ndtv.com/world-news/india-japan-summit-2026-
indo-japan-strategic-dialogue-live-trade-tech-defence-in-focus-at-ndtv-
dialogue-piyush-goyal-pm-narendra-modi-sanae-takaichi-11715498
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Source: https://www.business-standard.com/content/specials/tanita-india-showcases-upcoming-ai-powered-innovation-at-the-16th-
india-japan-annual-summit-joint-statement-126070700926_1.html

Taken together, these measures position AI and emerging technologies as a substantive area of bilateral 

technological cooperation. The combination of research partnerships, talent mobility, 

infrastructure development and responsible AI practices can help India and Japan strengthen their 

respective innovation ecosystems while responding to the rapidly changing technological landscape.
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Institutional arrangements give these priorities a practical foundation. The Memorandum of 

Cooperation between the IndiaAI Mission and Japan's Ministry of Economy, Trade and 

Industry provides for business-to-business matchmaking, policy-focused webinars and support for 

joint projects through access to computing resources. The summit also recognised the role of 

companies, startups and research organisations in translating AI capabilities into practical solutions.

Advancing safe, 

secure, 

trustworthy, 

inclusive and 

human-centric AI

Promoting joint 

research, 

researcher 

exchanges and AI-

enabled scientic 

discovery

Expanding access 

to computing 

resources and AI-

related 

infrastructure

Supporting skilled 

professionals, 

talent mobility 

and capacity 

building

Connecting 

companies, startups 

and research 

institutions for 

practical AI solutions

INDIA-JAPAN AI COOPERATION PRIORITIES

ANALYSIS REPORT - AUGUST 2026TH16  INDIA-JAPAN ANNUAL SUMMIT 

AI 

Research
Responsible 

AI

Computing 

Capabilities

AI 

Talent
Industry 

Innovation

https://www.business-standard.com/content/specials/tanita-india-showcases-upcoming-ai-powered-innovation-at-the-16th-india-japan-annual-summit-joint-statement-126070700926_1.html
https://www.business-standard.com/content/specials/tanita-india-showcases-upcoming-ai-powered-innovation-at-the-16th-india-japan-annual-summit-joint-statement-126070700926_1.html


Collated & Summarised by “Research Team” - AG Horizon Pvt Ltd 16

05

ENERGY 

RESILIENCE AND 

SUSTAINABLE 

DEVELOPMENT

ANALYSIS REPORT - AUGUST 2026TH16  INDIA-JAPAN ANNUAL SUMMIT 



Collated & Summarised by “Research Team” - AG Horizon Pvt Ltd 17

India and Japan used the 16th Annual Summit to strengthen preparedness against energy-supply 

disruptions while advancing longer-term cooperation on sustainable energy. As major energy-

consuming economies in Asia, both recognized the importance of strategic stockpiling, reliable 

supplies and resilient maritime transportation. They also highlighted regional initiatives, including 

POWERR Asia, India's support for energy security in South Asia and the Quad initiative on 

Indo-Pacic energy security.

Strategic preparedness forms a central part of this cooperation. The two sides agreed to share 

knowledge on crude oil and petroleum product stockpiling systems and reserve mechanisms, 

including industry stockpiles, while coordinating arrangements with producing countries and 

strengthening emergency response and market stabilization. Japan also afrmed its support for 

India's membership of the International Energy Agency (IEA), adding an institutional 

dimension to energy-security cooperation.

Source: https://www.jagranjosh.com/general-knowledge/powerr-asia-initiative-launch-date-objective-key-features-1820008001-1

Energy supply resilience also depends on reliable transportation and coordinated institutions. India 

and Japan reafrmed the importance of resilient, self-reliant, and efcient maritime transport of oil 

and gas and agreed to explore opportunities for collaboration, including joint investments, across the 

maritime energy transport value chain. They also agreed to strengthen institutional cooperation 

through relevant stakeholders and the India–Japan Energy Dialogue.
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Source: https://www.spglobal.com/energy/en/news-research/latest-news/rened-products/070226-japan-india-to-cooperate-on-
petroleum-stockpiling-mechanism-amid-geopolitical-woes
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Together, these initiatives connect immediate energy resilience with longer-term sustainable 

development. Strategic preparedness, secure supplies and resilient energy transport address 

vulnerabilities in existing systems, while biogas and clean-energy cooperation support 

diversication and lower-carbon development. The partnership therefore combines energy-security 

measures with practical efforts to advance a more sustainable and resilient energy future.

The sustainable-development dimension extends beyond conventional energy security. India and 

Japan launched the Cooperative Biogas for Growth Initiative, supporting 1,000 biogas and 

organic-fertilizer plants across India by leveraging the extensive network of dairy cooperatives. 

They also recognized hydrogen and ammonia as important for decarbonization and energy security, 

while supporting clean-energy projects involving clean ammonia, green hydrogen, solar PV 

technologies and nuclear energy.

Source: https://www.pelletrates.com/policies-and-schemes/news/india-japan-cbg-initiative-1000-biogas-plants-cooperative
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The 16th India–Japan Annual Summit placed defence and security cooperation among its key 

priorities, while reafrming the two countries' shared commitment to a free, open, peaceful and rules-

based Indo-Pacic. They welcomed the updated Free and Open Indo-Pacic (FOIP) vision and 

recognized its alignment with India's Indo-Pacic Oceans' Initiative (IPOI) and MAHASAGAR. This 

shared outlook provides a framework for advancing bilateral security cooperation.

Source: https://ddindia.co.in/2026/07/free-prosperous-rules-based-indo-pacic-is-our-shared-priority-japan-pm-takaichi-says-indias-
mahasagar-aligns-with-foip/

Bilateral defence engagement is being supported through established mechanisms and greater 

interaction among the armed forces. The leaders directed their Ministers to convene the fourth 2+2 

Ministerial Meeting in Tokyo by the end of 2026 and welcomed progress in service-level 

cooperation. JAIMEX 25 and Japan's participation in the International Fleet Review 2026 in 

Visakhapatnam were noted as expressions of this engagement.
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Source: https://timesondia.indiatimes.com/defence/news/japans-ninja-tech-to-give-indias-warships-greater-stealth-all-about-the-
unicorn-masts/articleshow/132139497.cms

Maritime security is receiving attention through enhanced exercises and maritime domain 

awareness leveraging satellite capabilities. The two sides also agreed to deepen naval 

maintenance, repair and overhaul cooperation and advance defence equipment and technology 

cooperation under the Make in India framework. The leaders noted agreement in principle on the 

remaining technical details for the Unied Complex Radio Antenna (UNICORN) project. They 

expected its early conclusion, while exploring further defence-equipment and technology projects.
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These measures reinforce India and Japan's role as security partners in the Indo-Pacic. Defence 

exercises, maritime awareness, dialogue and technology cooperation provide channels for 

implementing their strategic outlook, while FOIP, IPOI and MAHASAGAR connect bilateral 

initiatives with wider efforts to uphold a stable, rules-based regional order.

Source: https://kpiasacademy.com/16th-india-japan-annual-summit-2026/

The partnership has a wider regional dimension. The Joint Declaration on Security Cooperation 

identies maritime security, information-sharing, maritime-domain awareness, law enforcement and 

capacity-building as areas for advancing a peaceful maritime environment in the Indo-Pacic. 

Japan's review of the three principles on the transfer of defence equipment and technology 

also supports deeper bilateral defence cooperation, while the countries continue coordination through 

bilateral and regional mechanisms.

ANALYSIS REPORT - AUGUST 2026TH16  INDIA-JAPAN ANNUAL SUMMIT 

https://aggrp.in/contact-us/
https://kpiasacademy.com/16th-india-japan-annual-summit-2026/


Collated & Summarised by “Research Team” - AG Horizon Pvt Ltd 24

07

INVESTMENT, 

MOBILITY AND 

PEOPLE-CENTRED 

COOPERATION

ANALYSIS REPORT - AUGUST 2026TH16  INDIA-JAPAN ANNUAL SUMMIT 



Collated & Summarised by “Research Team” - AG Horizon Pvt Ltd 25

Japan's growing private investment in India was recognised as a contribution to Viksit Bharat, with 

progress noted towards the 10 trillion yen investment target established at the previous Summit. 

Both sides agreed to improve the investment environment through the fast-track mechanism under the 

India-Japan Industrial Competitiveness Partnership (IJICP) and advance the review and 

effective utilisation of CEPA.

The India-Japan SME Forum was identied as a platform for strengthening business links 

between the two countries. Cooperation involving Japanese SMEs and startups, universities, Indian 

suppliers and the Tier-II and Tier-III industrial ecosystem was encouraged, creating additional 

channels for enterprise partnerships and investment. The two sides also recognized the importance of 

strengthening industrial and technological partnerships.

Mobility cooperation is centred on 

the Mumbai–Ahmedabad High 

Speed Rai l  p ro jec t  and the 

exploration of future high-speed 

corridors supporting India's national 

network. The Next-Generation 

Mobility Partnership  is also 

intended to expand private-sector 

cooperation and investment by 

combining Japanese mobi l i ty 

technologies with India's human 

resources and market potential.

Source: https://www.outlookbusiness.com/economy-and-policy/beyond-the-dollar-how-india-and-japan-plan-to-boost-rupee-yen-trade

Source: https://infra.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/railways/mumbai-ahmedabad-
bullet-train-project-achieves-milestone-with-japanese-j-slab-track-installation/130461194
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Human-resource cooperation is being strengthened through talent mobility and Japanese-

language education, alongside shipbuilding initiatives that include dedicated human-

resource collaboration. These efforts complement the broader people-to-people exchanges being 

advanced between the two countries.
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Source: https://www.aninews.in/news/world/asia/japanese-9-prefectures-governors-declared-to-accelerate-friendship-and-mutual-
exchange-between-indian-states20260217211817/

People-to-people engagement is being broadened through tourism, cultural activities, creative 

industries and regional partnerships. The two sides highlighted anime, manga, gaming and lms, 

alongside expanding exchanges between Indian states and Japanese prefectures and municipalities. 

The establishment of the India-Japan Governors' Network for Friendship and Exchange and 

new regional partnerships further strengthens these connections.
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The 16th India–Japan Annual Summit carries strategic signicance because it seeks to deepen the 

bilateral relationship beyond individual areas of cooperation. Its importance lies in strengthening a 

mutually complementary partnership capable of adapting to a changing international 

environment. The Summit therefore reinforces the institutional and political foundations required for 

sustained engagement between the two countries.

Source: https://www.japancalling.in/post/16th-india-japan-summit-strategic-partnership

The expanded scope of the partnership also increases the importance of institutional continuity. A 

broader relationship requires different bilateral mechanisms to function coherently over time, with 

political commitments supported by regular engagement and appropriate follow-through. 

Maintaining this continuity will be important for ensuring that cooperation remains consistent across 

successive Summit cycles.

Source: https://www.business-standard.com/world-news/india-japan-unveil-16-summit-outcomes-to-deepen-strategic-partnership-
126070201343_1.html
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Implementation presents a separate challenge. Translating high-level commitments into outcomes 

requires coordination among institutions with different responsibilities, procedures and timelines. The 

effectiveness of agreed initiatives will consequently depend on clear ownership, sustained 

communication and the ability to address delays or practical constraints as they arise.

The scale of the partnership can also create difculties in maintaining consistent attention across 

multiple priorities. Long-term initiatives require resources, institutional capacity and periodic 

assessment, while changing external circumstances may alter implementation conditions. A 

exible approach that preserves strategic objectives while responding to emerging constraints can 

help maintain momentum.

Source: https://japan.kantei.go.jp/105/diplomatic/202607/indiasummit.html

Ultimately, the Summit's signicance will depend on whether political convergence produces durable 

and measurable results. Regular assessment can help identify progress, gaps and areas 

requiring corrective action without weakening the broader direction of the partnership. Effective 

implementation will therefore be essential to converting the Summit's strategic vision into sustained 

bilateral outcomes.
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The 16th India–Japan Annual Summit establishes a basis for carrying the partnership into its next 

phase, with greater emphasis on sustained strategic convergence and shared growth, 

prosperity and resilience. The way forward should build on the direction established by the leaders 

while preserving the breadth and balance of bilateral engagement
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The Annual Summit mechanism will remain important for maintaining political momentum 

and providing opportunities to review the partnership's evolving priorities. The planned 17th 

Annual Summit in Japan can provide a further platform for assessing developments and setting the 

next stage of bilateral cooperation.

Source: https://dailypioneer.com/news/japanese-pm-sanae-takaichi-meets-pm-modi-receives-ceremonial-welcome-at-rashtrapati-bhavan

PATH TO SUSTAINED PARTNERSHIP
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The India–Japan Year of Shared Horizons in 2027, marking 75 years of diplomatic relations, 

offers another avenue for strengthening the relationship. Year-long commemorative programmes and 

expanded people-to-people engagement can reinforce the societal foundations of the partnership 

alongside government-level cooperation.

Future engagement can build on the Summit's emphasis on strategic convergence by sustaining 

cooperation across the areas identied by the two countries. Continued dialogue can help both 

sides respond to emerging opportunities while keeping the partnership aligned with their shared 

interests and the changing regional and global environment.

The way forward ultimately lies in 

consolidating the partnership 

t h r o u g h  c o n t i n u i t y , 

engagement and shared 

priorities. Successive Summits, 

s t rengthened ins t i tu t iona l 

dialogue and closer societal 

connections can help translate 

the strategic trust between India 

and Japan into a durable 

p a r t n e r s h i p  c a p a b l e  o f 

supporting long-term prosperity, 

resilience and stability.

Source: https://www.sarkaritel.com/india-japan-shared-horizons-2027/

Source: https://thesvi.org/dissecting-the-16th-modi-takaichi-annual-summit-
advancing-strategic-convergence-in-a-contested-asia-pacic/
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Prime Minister,
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India and Japan are 
complementary economies united 
by shared values, mutual trust and 
a vision for a better world. 
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