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The ICC Men's T20 World Cup 2026
marked the tenth edition of the
tournament conducted by the
International Cricket Council. It continued
to serve as a major global event in the T20
format, bringing together leading
cricketing nations and emerging teams in i ICC MEN'S T20

a competitive international setting. . WORLD CU P
|

The tournament was co-hosted by India
and Sri Lanka, with matches held across
multiple venues. This joint hosting
arrangement expanded regional
participation and introduced varied
playing conditions, influencing team
s’rrategies and match outcomes. Source: https://wpleague.in/matches/icc-mens-t20-world-cup-2026/

42® 1CC MEN'S T20 WORLD CUP

Source: https://english.mathrubhumi.com/sports/cricket/t20-world-cup-2026-india-cricket-azngm9kp

A total of 20 teams from different cricketing regions participated in the competition. This expansion
reflected the ICC's objective of increasing global representation and strengthening the presence of
associate nations alongside established teams.
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TOURNAMENT SETTING

* |ICC supervision * Multi-venue hosting * Spectator presence

* Media and broadcast
coverage

* Collaboration with * Multi-stage competition
national boards

The structure of the tournament included group stages followed by advanced rounds and
knockout matches. This format required teams to maintain consistency across different stages in
order to progress. Variations in pitch conditions and match situations further required teams to adapt
their approach throughout the tournament.

Source: https://www.icc-cricket.com/media-releases/engagement-soaring-as-fans-across-the-world-soak-up-world-cup-action-during-

opening-weekend

The tournament highlighted the progressive rise of T20 cricket in the global arena. It combined
competitive intensity with wider participation and strong audience engagement, reinforcing
its importance in the international cricket calendar.
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HOST NATION AND
TOURNAMENT
ORGANISATION
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The ICC Men's T20 World Cup 2026 was implemented through a joint hosting model involving
India and Sri Lanka, enabling the allocation of fixtures across venues with differing playing
conditions and capacities. This arrangement supported the distribution of matches while
accommodating variations in pitch behaviour and climatic conditions.

Source: https://t20worldcup2026.0org/t20-world-cup-host-country/

Administrative control was exercised by the International Cricket Council in collaboration with
national bodies such as the Board of Control for Cricket in India and Sri Lanka Cricket. Distinct
responsibilities were assigned for operational planning, regulatory supervision, and venue
preparedness to ensure uniform standards throughout the tournament.

Venue selection focussed on

established international T22
grounds capable of handling v&?gﬁ,?ﬁp
high match frequency within a ICC T20 WORLD CUP

condensed schedule.
Preparation included pitch
curation aligned with T20
requirements, practice facilities
for teams, and arrangements
for match officials and support
staff. to-hosts-venues-and-key-details/

Source: https://criczine.cricdiction.com/icc-t20-world-cup-2026-complete-guide-
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FINALIZED VENUES

New Delhi Kolkata Ahmedabad
(India) (India) (India)

Kandy Colombo
(Sri Lanka) (Sri Lanka)

Logistical coordination involved structured scheduling of team movement between venues,
management of training sessions, and adherence to match timeliness. Security deployment and
crowd management strategies were also critical, particularly in venues with high spectator turnout.
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Source: https://www.icc-cricket.com/media-releases/icc-men-s-t20-world-cup-2026-delivering-unprecedented-global-digital-growth-
and-access

The sequencing of fixtures was designed to balance competitive continuity with operational
feasibility. Overall, the coordination between governing authorities and host nations enabled the
efficient execution of matches across multiple venues under varying conditions.

How You Can Tap the AG Group Expertise

To find realistic solution for any sports to lead the competition
Click Here
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INDIA'S
PERFORMANCE IN
THE WORLD CUP 2026
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1ICC MEN'S T20 WORLD CUP 2026

The India national cricket team began their campaign in the World Cup with a series of composed and
efficient performances, establishing early control in the competition. Their approach combined stable
batting with disciplined bowling, enabling them to maintain consistency and avoid significant
setbacks in the opening matches.

Source: https://www.outlookindia.com/sports/cricket/icc-t20-world-cup-202 6 -teams-qualified-eliminated-from-group-stage

Building on this foundation, India sustained a
high level of performance during the
group stage through balanced contributions
across departments. The batting unit ensured
competitive totals and successful chases,
while the bowling attack effectively restricted
opposition scoring, reflecting strong control
over match situations.

This level of efficiency continued into the
Super Stage, where the intensity of
competition increased. India demonstrated
adaptability by adjusting team combinations
and tactical approaches according to varying
conditions. Their ability to manage
pressure in closely contested matches
highlighted both depth in the squad and
clarity in execution.

India to face unbeaten teams
in Super Eights of ICC Men's
T20 World Cups 2026

India’s Super 8 opponents are
group winners

Top two teams from each
group advance to semi-finals
0 Eight teams pre-seeded for
” Super 8 stage

Source:https://www.news18.com/cricket/explainedwhy-india-will-face-

table-toppers-of-group-b-canddin-120-world-cup-super-8s-ws-lno-
9918346.html
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POWERPLAY STRATEGY

* Aggressive starts by top order
* Maximizing fielding restrictions

DEATH OVERS EXECUTION

* Use of yorkers and slower deliveries
* Restricting scoring in final overs

BATTING FLEXIBILITY

* Adjusting order based on match situation
* Balancing acceleration and stability

FIELDING AND MATCH-UPS

* Bowler-batter match-up planning
* Boundary-focused field placements

BOWLING COMBINATIONS

* Spin control in middle overs
* Pace attack in powerplay and death overs

TEAM BALANCE

* Inclusion of all-rounders
* Depth in both batting and bowling

The knockout phase further reflected India's performance strength in crucial moments. A narrow
victory against England in the semi-final was secured through disciplined execution in the closing
overs. In the final against New Zealand, a commanding batting display saw India post a total of
255/5, followed by a controlled bowling performance that restricted the opposition to 159,

ensuring a comprehensive win.

The tournament concluded with
India securing the title after a
dominant performance in the
final held on 8" March 2026 at
Narendra Modi Stadium in
Ahmedabad. This victory
carried historical significance, as
the India national cricket
team became the first team
in the competition's history to
successfully defend their title,
secure the championship on
home soil, and achieve three
T20 World Cup victories. Their
campaign reflected a high level
of performance efficiency,
marked by consistency, control,
and effective execution across

Source: https://www.forbesindia.com/article/special-report/photo-of-the-day/photo-of-

all stages.

the-day-india-make-history-with-third-t20-world-cup-win/2992045/1
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PERFORMANCE OF TEAMS
AND COMPETITIVE
LANDSCAPE
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The World Cup 2026 featured a highly
competitive field, with both established Aﬁo
and emerging teams contributing to FiccY
an intense tournament environment. _j.'.ro"ﬁl"rs_‘?:up
The expanded format allowed a wider
range of teams to participate, resulting in
varied performances and closely
contested matches across different stages.

7 FEERUARY - 8 MARCH 2026

GroupA | [ GrouPB
Among the leading sides, India, South
Africa, England, and New Zealand
consistently demonstrated strong
performances. India maintained the
highest level of consistency, while South
Africa remained one of the most dominant
teams with an unbeaten run during key
phases of the tournament. England also
displayed competitive strength by
progressing to the knockout stage, while

New Zealand showed resilience in L, )
. . Source: https://www.newsonair.gov.in/icc-announces-scotland-will-
reachlng the final. replace-bangladesh-in-group-c-of-the-t20-world-cup/

COMPETITIVE TEAM PERFORMANCE IN THE TOURNAMENT

FINAL STAGE GROUP STAGE
PERFORMERS COMPETITORS

* Teams reaching the semi-final and final stages
* Consistent results across the tournament * Teams involved in close qualification scenarios
* Advancement decided by narrow margins

KNOCKOUT-LEVEL
COMPETITORS EARLY EXIT TEAMS

* Teams advancing beyond group stages * Teams eliminated in initial stages
® Strong performance under pressure * Limited impact on later rounds

The group stage highlighted competitive balance, with several teams advancing based on net run rate
and narrow margins. Unexpected results, including strong performances by teams such as West
Indies and Zimbabwe, reflected the increasing competitiveness of associate and mid-tier nations.
Several matches during this phase were decided in the final overs, underlining the closely fought
nature of group stage encounters.
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In the Super Stage, the
intensity of competition !
increased significantly, with SUPER 8 QUALIFIED TEAMS

closely contested matches GROUP 1 GROUP 2
between top-ranked teams
requiring tactical
adaptability and consistent
execution. Statistically, the
tournament witnessed high
scoring patterns and
record-breaking
individual performances,
indicating an aggressive
style of play across teams,
supported by an increase in

boundary frequency and ,
. Source: https://greengroundsports.com/icc-mens-t20-world-cup-2026-group-stage-2-
centuries. super-8-points-table/

aprollo 3

YRES

Source: https://sportstar.thehindu.com/cricket/icc-mens-t20-world-cup-202 6-team-swot-analysis-india-pakistan-australia-new-zealand-
wec-data/article70602777 .ece

Thus, the competitive landscape of the tournament was defined by a mix of dominance from leading
teams and emerging challenges from other sides. This balance contributed to an engaging and
unpredictable competition, reinforcing the growing depth in international T20 cricket.
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KEY PLAYERS
AND EMERGING
PERFORMERS
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There were outstanding individual performances in the World Cup 2026, with several players
influencing match outcomes through consistent and high-impact contributions. These
performances not only determined team success but also highlighted the evolving standards of T20
cricket at the international level, across diverse playing conditions and competitive scenarios.

Source: https://www.news18.com/photogallery/cricket/ishan-kishan-abhishek -sharma-and-sanju-samson-make-history-as-indias-top-
three-smash-fifties-ws-1-9949249 html

For India, Sanju Samson emerged as the most influential player of the tournament, earning
the Player of the Tournament award with 321 runs at an exceptionally high strike rate. He was
supported by Ishan Kishan and Abhishek Sharma, who contributed with aggressive starts,
strengthening the team's batting depth. Additionally, captain Suryakumar Yadav played a key role with
his innovative stroke play, accelerating scoring during the middle overs. In the bowling department,
Jasprit Bumrah played a decisive role, finishing as the joint highest wicket-taker and
delivering consistently in high-pressure situations.

From other teams, Sahibzada Farhan
of Pakistan stood out as the leading
run-scorer, reflecting exceptional
batting consistency throughout the
tournament. New Zealand's Finn
Allen demonstrated explosive
batting, including the fastest century of
the tournament, while Lungi Ngidi of
South Africa maintained consistency
with the ball, emerging as a key wicket-
'raking opﬁon. 500-international-wickets-joins-elite-club/

Source: https://currentaffairs.adda247.com/jasprit-bumrah-reaches-

Collated & Summarised by “Research Team” - AG Horizon Pvt Ltd


https://currentaffairs.adda247.com/jasprit-bumrah-reaches-500-international-wickets-joins-elite-club/
https://currentaffairs.adda247.com/jasprit-bumrah-reaches-500-international-wickets-joins-elite-club/
https://www.news18.com/photogallery/cricket/ishan-kishan-abhishek-sharma-and-sanju-samson-make-history-as-indias-top-three-smash-fifties-ws-l-9949249.html
https://www.news18.com/photogallery/cricket/ishan-kishan-abhishek-sharma-and-sanju-samson-make-history-as-indias-top-three-smash-fifties-ws-l-9949249.html

ANALYSIS REPORT - APRIL 2026

Source: https://crex.com/cricket-news/allen-seifert-record-sahibzada-milestone-and-eng-xi-february-10-cricket-highlights-
698bdb98bc4e0baeebc3cl1d

In addition to these established performers, emerging players also made a notable impact. Sikandar
Raza of Zimbabwe delivered impactful all-round performances, while Ibrahim Zadran of
Afghanistan showed consistency as a top-order batter. Paul van Meekeren further highlighted the
growing competitiveness of associate teams through disciplined bowling performances.

Standout Players - Men’s World Cup

Sanju Samson, Suryakumar Sahibzada Farhan (Pakistan), Sikandar Raza (Zimbabwe),
Yaday, Jasprit Bumrah, Finn Allen (New Zealand), Ibrahim Zadran (Afghanistan),
Ishan Kishan, Abhishek Sharma Lungi Ngidi (South Africa) Paul van Meekeren (Netherlands)

In addition to headline performances, the tournament also highlighted the growing importance of
role-specific contributions within teams. Finishing specialists, middle-order anchors, and
death-over bowlers each played distinct roles in shaping match outcomes, with adaptability
becoming a key factor in maximizing individual impact.
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STATISTICAL
TRENDS IN
WORLD CUP 2026

MEN'S T20
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The World Cup 2026 was defined by
significant statistical patterns,
particularly in batting output and scoring
efficiency. Pakistan's Sahibzada
Farhan led the tournament with 383
runs, the highest in a single edition,
while India's Sanju Samson followed
with 321 runs at a notably high strike
rate. New Zealand's Finn Allen
recorded one of the fastest centuries
in tournament history, reflecting the
increasing emphasis on rapid scoring.
Collectively, teams consistently posted
totals above 180, indicating a rise in
average run rates and boundary
frequency.

Bowling statistics highlighted the
challenge of containment in such
conditions. India's Jasprit Bumrah
finished among the leading wicket-
takers with 14 wickets, while South

ICC MEN'S T20

Zo
Ay WoR e

TEAM OF THE

Source:https://dunyanews.tv/en/Cricket/939611pakistan%27ssahibza

Africa's Lungi Ngidi claimed 12 wickets

da-farhan-headlines-icc-120-world-cup-202 6team-of-the-tournament

at an average below 16. Despite high-

scoring matches, bowlers who maintained economy rates under 8 runs per over proved crucial.
Death-over bowling efficiency, particularly in limiting boundaries, emerged as a key differentiator in

match outcomes.

VoM (ccmen's 120
429 WkiBcup
BATTING TEAMS
VS OFFSPIN

AVERAGE
SOUTH AFRICA &

WEST INDIES @

Fielding statistics further
reinforced performance
outcomes, with a high
proportion of dismissals
resulting from catches and run-
outs across teams. The
tournament recorded
improved catch-conversion
rates and fewer fielding
errors, indicating enhanced

fielding efficiency. These
marginal statistical gains

a
Lo NEW ZEALAND

d
OMAN NAMIBIA & ENGLAND
L] - -

o 'NDIA K ® translated into measurable

g RUN RATE . .
advantages, particularly in

closely contested matches
where small differences
determined results.

1 7 B L) 10 n

MINIMUNM 36 BALLS OF OFFSPIN FACED AT T20 WC 2026

Source: https://www.bhaskarenglish.in/sports/cricket/news/team-india-t20-world-
cup-super-8-challenges-suryakumar-yadav-abhishek-sharma-137248395.himl
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KEY TOURNAMENT STATS

Total Runs Scored = 17582 runs Total Wickets Taken = 699 wickets

Total Matches = 55

Total Sixes Hit = 780 Total Fours Hit = 1434

The tournament data indicated that
powerplay scoring rates
frequently exceeded 9 runs per
over, while middle-over strike
rotation reduced dot-ball
percentages. Boundary frequency,
including a record number of sixes,
significantly influenced totals, with
over 700 sixes recorded during the
tournament. Additionally, net run
rate differences remained
minimal in group stages,
emphasizing the importance of
incremental statistical advantages in % ' 77 (40)
qualification scenarios. vs PAK

W ICC T20 World Cup 2026
{ Indians with POTM

§%/15 (4)

India's statistical indicators aligned
strongly with these trends, including
high batting strike rates, efficient \ 52(28) & 2/21
wicket-taking frequency, and mhAM
superior fielding metrics, which
collectively contributed to consistent
match-winning performances

Source: https://www.thehindu.com/sport/cricket/icc-t20-

th roug hout the tournament. worldcupresultsfixturesgroupstandingstracker/article70615095.ece

How AG Group Can Be A Help

To work on our experienced and unique understanding of sports create
result-oriented strategies Click Here
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BROADCASTING,
COMMERCIAL, AND
SOCIAL IMPACT
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The ICC Men's T20 World Cup 2026 achieved extensive global broadcast reach through a combination
of television and digital platforms across major markets. In India, the tournament was broadcast on
Star Sports Network and streamed on JioHotstar, while coverage in the UK was provided by Sky
Sports and in Australia by Fox Cricket and Kayo Sports. This multi-platform distribution enabled
widespread accessibility and significantly expanded the tournament's global audience base.

,:'.] 2 i

Source: https://www.icc-cricket.com/media-releases/broadcast-details-for-icc-men-s-t20-world-cup-2026-announced

Digital broadcasting played a crucial role in
audience engagement, particularly through

OTT platforms that recorded high concurrent RECORDS BROKEN
viewership during knockout matches and the

final. India's matches generated the
highest engagement levels across both

< . . )
television and streaming platforms. The L) -

. ope e NEW RECORDS FOR
aval.lablllfy of .mulhllngual commentary and MOST USERS / 70%
region-specific feeds further enhanced MOST VIEWS TS
audience reach across diverse linguistic and WATCH TIME S AL

geographic segments.

Commercially, the tournament reflected CONCURRENT VIEWS SV, (o)

strong sponsorship integration, with various e [N 50 /O
global brands as official ICC partners.
Advertising demand remained high
throughout the tournament, with premium
rates observed during key match phases such
as powerplays and final overs. Media rights
agreements, particularly in the Indian market,

continued to serve as the primary source of Source:https://www.reddit.com/r/Cricket/comments/1rjtg4c/icc
revenue generaﬁon. _mens_120_world_cup_2026_sets_new_digital/

VIEWS
FROM NON-ENGLISH
BROADCAST
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PREMIER Emirates aramco |
PARTNERS &

GLOBAL
PARTNERS

Go gle SOBHA

BONVOY" v Rexona

OFFICIAL
SUPPORTERS

The tournament also contributed to
broader social engagement by increasing
visibility in emerging cricket markets.
Participation from teams such as USA,
Netherlands, and Nepal helped
expand the sport's reach beyond
traditional regions, generating interest
among new audiences and strengthening
cricket's global presence.

At the societal level, the event fostered
digital community interaction through
fan engagement, live content sharing,
and interactive platforms. The
intfroduction of the T20 Creator Club
further enhanced fan participation by
involving digital creators in tournament-
related content. These developments
reinforced the role of major ICC
tournaments in connecting diverse

350+

CREATORS ACROSS
T20 WORLD CU

40>

2.5B+

ORGANIC VIEWS

1100+

POSTS ACROSS PLATFORMS

15M...

SURPASSED
IN 21 CREATOR POSTS

MICC %#°2%skiscw, UGBS s

audiences and promoting cricket as a

. . Source: https://indiantelevision.com/iworld/icc-t20creatorclub-
globally inclusive sport.

generates-over-2-5-billion-views-during-2026-world-cup/
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CHALLENGES AND
LESSONS FROM THE
TOURNAMENT
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The T20 World Cup 2026 highlighted several operational and competitive challenges that offer
important lessons for future tournaments. One key challenge was scheduling complexity arising
from the expanded 20-team format, which required careful coordination of venues, travel
logistics, and match timings across multiple regions. This occasionally led to tight turnaround periods
for teams, impacting recovery and performance consistency.

Source: https://usacricketz.com/icc-t20-world-cup-2026-venues/

Another challenge involved maintaining pitch balance amid high-scoring conditions. Several venues
produced batting-friendly surfaces, raising concerns about competitive equilibrium between bat and ball.
This emphasized the need for more standardized pitch preparation to ensure balanced contests.
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Source: https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/sports/nz-vs-pak-t20-live-score-updates-new-zealand-vs-pakistan-live-match-

score-today-21-february-2026/liveblog/128644526.cms2from=mdr

Weather interruptions and logistical constraints in certain host locations also affected match continuity,
requiring flexible scheduling and contingency planning. These disruptions highlighted the
importance of robust infrastructure and adaptive tournament management systems.
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Delivering cricket at scale
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Source: http://infoblaze.com/news/details/116903

From a strategic perspective, the tournament demonstrated the need for deeper squad rotation
and workload management, particularly for teams progressing to later stages. Additionally, the
inclusion of emerging teams reinforced the importance of structured development pathways to sustain
competitiveness at the global level.

Tight match intervals Travel and logistics
in group and EgPRTCITL LTI, across multiple
knockout stages host locations

Increased player
workload in later
tournament stages

High-scoring pitch
conditions across
multiplevenues

Weather-affected
maiches and

Limited progression
of associate teams
schedule disruptions beyond early rounds

L] .
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Overall, the tournament underscored the necessity of operational adaptability, balanced playing
conditions, and long-term developmental planning in organizing large-scale international
cricket events.
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India's success in the ICC
Men's T20 World Cup
2026 provides a strong
platform for advancing
modern T20 cricket. The
tournament demonstrated
the effectiveness of clearly
defined player roles,
particularly in high-impact
phases. Future teams can
build on this by refining
squad composition and
ensuring role-based
clarity in selection and
execution.

4{‘)"" 1CC MEN'S T20
,\%ﬂ WORLD CUP

Source: https://www.analyticsvidhya.com/blog/2026/02/ai-agent-cricket-prediction/

A key priority going forward is the integration of advanced analytics within team strategies.
Tools such as match-up analysis and predictive models can support tactical decision-making. This will
allow teams to respond more effectively to changing match situations across different phases of play.

Source: https://cricketmentoring.com/strength-training-for-cricketers-a-simple-guide/

Another important direction is strengthening finishing capabilities in both batting and bowling.
The tournament showed that outcomes are often decided in the final overs. Focussed training for these
situations can improve execution under pressure.
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Source: https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/sports/cricket/news/how-ispls-competitive-national-framework-is-set-to-revolutionise-

grassroots-cricket-in-india/articleshow/123944574.cms

Greater emphasis should also
be placed on increasing
competitive exposure for
emerging teams. More
bilateral and tri-series
opportunities can help them
adapt to varied playing
conditions. This will support
skill development and
improve overall tournament
competitiveness.

Sustained progress will depend
on combining tactical
innovation, specialized skill
development, and broader
competitive exposure. These
factors will play a critical role in
shaping the future quality and
balance of international T20
cricket.

Evolution of role-specialized
players

Data-driven tactical decision
frameworks

Advanced finishing-phase skill
development

Structured international
competition pathways

Dynamic and adaptive gameplay

approaches
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EMINENT INSIGHT

I think care is the right word, which | felt seeped into this
team slowly when the tournament started, thinking about
each other, what the team requires at a given point. This
was the mantra for this year's edition.

Suryakumar Yadav
Captain
Indian Men's T20 Cricket Team
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