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The India-UAE Comprehensive
Economic Partnership Agreement
(CEPA), signed on February 18,
2022, has significantly
strengthened bilateral trade and
economic relations over the past
three years. Merchandise trade
nearly doubled from USD 43.3
billion in FY 2020-21 to USD
83.7 billion in 2023-24. A key

achievement is the diversification

L] of trade, with non-oil trade

#I nd I aUA Ec E pA reaching USD 57.8 billion in FY
2023-24. This aligns with the

broad objective of increasing

bilateral non-oil trade to USD 100 billion by 2030. India's non-oil exports to the UAE grew 25.6%
since CEPA's implementation, reaching USD 27.4 billion in FY 2023-24. Key export sectors include
electrical machinery and high-tech goods. Smartphone exports alone were valued at USD 2.57

billion. The agreement has empowered MSMEs, generated employment, and fostered a strong India-
UAE trade relationship.

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleaselframePage.aspx2PRID=2104450

https://www.indiatoday.in/opinion/story/three-years-on-what-the-world-can-learn-from-india-vae-trade-agreement-
2686974-2025-02-28

https://www.manoramayearbook.in/current-affairs/india/2025/02/19/india-uae-cepa-explained.html
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DEAR READERS,

The AG Group once again welcomes you in 2025 with the
Quarter 1 edition of its newsletter “The AG communiqué”.
The completion of three years of strategic CEPA

agreement between the India-UAE has taken center stage
in this newsletter. Whereas, the other part of this insightful
newsletter sums up major updates from the corners of the

globe about sustainable development, technology
advancements, defense cooperation, evolving geopolitics,
and clean energy. This section will offer you insights from
strategically important updates that will closely knit the
web of the geopolitical and strategic global canvas. It will
also include updates on the next G20 presidency and the
role of WEF in fostering global economic growth through
supporting climate finance and green energy transition

respectively.

ChatGPT Gov
Launched by

OpenAl to
Innovative Empower US
Local Government
Solutions Agencies

Empowering
Progress of
SDGs in Asia
and Pacific

CHATGPT

B openAl

Multinational
Eurodrone
Program Welcomes
India as Observer
to Strengthen

South Africa's
G20 Presidency

Defense in’ e Transitionin
Cooperation Keeping Eye to ning
Prioritize Industrial
Climate Finance Cluster
Initiative of
WEF Promoting
l\M ~ E .
\ A ﬂ, conomic
A Growth with
Energy Security

GZO

SOUTH AFRICA 2025




NEWSLETTER 2025 - Q1 EDITION

W0

POVERTY
SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT [

coaLS [RTN S
oy cooo e QUALITY | GENDER
AND WELL-BEING EDUGATION EQUALITY

8 DECENT WORK Ajp
ECONONI; uﬂuwm




NEWSLETTER 2025 - Q1 EDITION

ASIA AND THE PACIFIC
SDG PROGRESS REPORT

Engaging communities to close the evidence gap

2025

DM GOALS

The Asia-Pacific region has witnessed the collaboration between the Asian Development Bank (ADB)
and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), which, in January 2025, launched an
initiative to localize the SDGs. This partnership empowers local actors and aligns policies with priorities,
strengthening governance and services. Community-driven innovations are closing data gaps and ensuring
marginalized populations are represented in policymaking. In Rajasthan, India, surveys of nomadic
tribal households have been conducted, while in Indonesia, health apps have been introduced.
Social innovation platforms in Thailand, Indonesia, and Pakistan are tackling challenges through multi-level
portfolios co-created by local actors. In Indonesia, this approach is integrated into village planning, helping
communities shape future development. These initiatives show how localized solutions drive progress
toward the SDGs, ensuring inclusive development of the region.

https://www.downtoearth.org.in/governance/community-driven-innovations-close-data-gaps-for-sdgs-in-asia-and-the-pacific-un

©  https://www.undp.org/asia-pacific/press-releases/asian-development-bank-and-un-development-programme-collaborate-localize-
sustainable-development-goals

©  https://ebnw.net/empowerment/asia-and-the-pacific-sdg-progress-report-2025-advancing-sustainable-development-through-data-

and-local-initiatives/
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OpenAl has introduced
ChatGPT Gov, a specialized
version of its Al platform
designed to support the USA
government agencies. Built
on Microsoft's Azure and
Azure Government
clouds, it ensures strict
security and compliance
with federal standards,
allowing agencies to
handle sensitive data
securely. The tool offers
enhanced privacy controls
and allows tailoring Al
capabilities for specific
needs. ChatGPT Gov

incorporates features from ChatGPT Enterprise, enabling agencies to analyze data, automate processes,

and improve decision-making. The platform allows customization, ensuring agencies align Al
functionality with their unique requirements while maintaining data control. OpenAl's launch
comes amid growing Al competition, particularly from China's DeepSeek. This move highlights OpenAl's

strategic push to strengthen Al adoption in the public sector and improve governance through advanced
tools. This technology adoption aims to enhance efficiency, transparency, and decision-making within
government operations.

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/tech/artificial-intelligence/openai-unveils-chatgpt-gov-for-us-government-

agencies/articleshow/117644563.cms2from=mdr

https://www.reuters.com/technology/artificial-intelligence/openai-launches-chatgpt-gov-us-government-agencies-amid-rising-ai-

competition-2025-01-28/

https://aibusiness.com/nlp/openai-launches-chatgpt-gov-for-us-government-agencies
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https://pib.gov.in/PressReleaselframePage.aspx2PRID=2102247

India has been granted observer status in the
Eurodrone Medium Altitude Long Endurance
(MALE) program managed by the Organisation
for Joint Armament Cooperation (OCCAR). It
marks a step in strengthening defence
cooperation with European nations. It was
highlighted in the India-France Joint Statement
during a visit to France. The program involves
countries like Germany, France, ltaly, and Spain,
and aims to enhance Intelligence, Surveillance,
and Reconnaissance (ISR) capabilities. India's
observer status reflects the deepening strategic
partnership between India and France,
particularly in defence equipment programs.
Both nations have committed to continuing
cooperation in air and maritime assets, aligning
with the ambitious Defence Industrial Roadmap
agreed upon in 2024. This also underscores
India's commitment to collaborating on advanced
defence technologies and signifies its growing
role in international defence collaborations.

https://www.aninews.in/news/world/europe/india-joins-eurodrone-programme-as-newest-occar-observer-

state20250121213744/

https://defence-industry.eu/india-joins-eurodrone-programme-as-observer-signalling-strengthened-ties-with-europe/
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‘ Finance and Central Bank
Deputies Meeting

SOUTH AFRICA 2036
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In 2025, South Africa will assume the G20
presidency, marking the first time an African 0
nation leads this influential group. Under the

theme "Solidarity, Equality, Sustainability," South
Africa aims to prioritize climate finance to support

developing countries in their transition to low-
carbon economies. The presidency will focus on
increasing the quality and quantity of climate
finance, strengthening multilateral development
banks, and leveraging private capital. South
Africa also seeks to ensure debt sustainability for
low-income countries, addressing high deficits
and extending debt relief to enable investments
in infrastructure and education. Additionally,

® ege
South Africa aims to harness critical minerals for susta I na bl I Ity

inclusive growth, ensuring that resource-rich

countries benefit directly. By elevating these

issues, South Africa aims to foster a resilient,
sustainable, and equitable global economy during its G20 presidency.

https://g20.org/news/ramaphosa-sets-bold-agenda-for-south-africas-g20-presidency/

https://g20.0org/g20-south-africa/g20-presidency/

https://www.reuters.com/world/south-africas-g20-presidency-prioritise-climate-finance-2025-02-26/
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The World Economic Forum (WEF) Transitioning Industrial Clusters Initiative was launched at COP26 in 2021
to accelerate industrial decarbonization while promoting economic growth and energy security. Across the
five continents, the initiative currently includes 33 clusters across 16 countries including India. It aims to cut
emissions by 832 million tonnes annually—equivalent to Saudi Arabia's total emissions—while adding
$492 billion to global GDP and supporting 4.3 million jobs. India's clusters play a key role in this initiative
and focus on green energy areas like green ammonia and aviation fuel, green hydrogen, etc. These
geographically concentrated areas are advancing clean energy infrastructure deployment globally. By
encouraging such collaboration, the initiative aims to drive growth, create jobs, and strengthen security.

https://initiatives.weforum.org/transitioning-industrial-clusters/home

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/company/corporate-trends/five-new-industrial-clusters-from-india-join-wef-
initiative/articleshow/117457510.cms2from=mdr
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/governance/33-industrial-clusters-from-16-countries-commit-to-growth-job-creation-and-cutting-
on-emissions-world-economic-forum
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AG Horizon Pvt Ltd, established in the year 1998, is a multi-functional, multi-
disciplinary organization offering a wide range of consultancy services to multiple
sectors for the implementation of projects under one roof from “Concept to
Commissioning”. We have the privilege of working with Central & State govt. and
with Multi-lateral funding agencies viz. World Bank, JICA, New Development

Bank, Asian Development Bank etc.

With the vision of sustainable future, we have partnered with Moody's Analytics, a
global integrated risk management firm established in 1909. Moody's Analytics
provides financial intelligence and analytical tools to help central & state
governments worldwide and business leaders to make better and faster decisions.

. +91 9810046249

‘ 0124 4235267
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+91-9810046249
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/companies/adani-power-establishes-wholly-owned-subsidiary-in-abu-dhabi/article68571460.ece
+91-11- 45356553, 54
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